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SUMMARY OF THE FINNISH NATIONAL OILED WILDLIFE RESPONSE PLAN 

 

The preliminary OWR plan, drafted in 2010, has been updated during 2011–2013 and will be 
implemented in 2014. Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) is the responsible authority for 
oiled wildlife in Finland and is in charge of the OWR plan. The plan is drawn up in 
cooperation with Helsinki City Rescue Department, Eastern-Uusimaa Emergency Services 
Department and WWF Finland. 

SYKE has a collaboration contract with Eastern-Uusimaa Emergency Services Department, 
which has the readiness to activate and to transport the mobile Bird Cleaning Unit (BCU) to 
any part of Finland in a few hours. SYKE has also a collaboration contract with WWF 
Finland, which coordinates and trains the volunteer forces for oil destruction measures. 

In case of oil accidents, SYKE’s Natural Environment Centre provides two trained 
ornithologists in charge to run the treatment of oiled animals. One person works in the 
command centre of the oil accident in SYKE, ensuring the treatment of oiled animals to be 
integrated with the operation. The other person is placed in the rehabilitation centre and runs 
the treatment of oiled animals. The operation of the rehabilitation centre is managed in 
cooperation with regional authorities (the regional emergency service and the regional centre 
for economic development, transport and the environment), veterinarian in charge and WWF 
representative. In case of larger amounts of oiled birds, the follow-up treatment will be 
organized also in the few bird nurseries of southern Finland. 

WWF is committed to call in trained volunteers to take care of oiled wildlife under the 
guidance of authorities. WWF has a database of ca. 6,700 volunteers for oil spill response 
tasks including the OWR personnel. The three-day training sessions are arranged twice a 
year for WWF volunteers. In 2014 an expert group of volunteer bird ringers will be 
established for catching birds in oil accidents in guidance of SYKE, regional authorities and 
WWF. 

In cooperation with regional authorities, SYKE has mapped the suitable posts for the mobile 
Bird Cleaning Unit both in coastal and inland areas of Finland. SYKE has also arranged first 
training sessions for regional authorities’ coordinators of oiled animals, in cooperation with 
Helsinki City Rescue Department, Eastern-Uusimaa Emergency Services Department and 
WWF. 

Main objective of the wildlife response is to catch, rehabilitate and release as many 
individuals as possible. When large numbers of birds have been contaminated, the 
endangered species and mature female individuals will be rehabilitated first. Only if the 
possibility of a successful rehabilitation process is estimated to be low, or if catching is not 
possible, the individuals will be euthanized. 

 

The Meeting is invited to take note of this information. 


